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Preface
Bruce Campbell

The CAnAdIAn CenTre for Policy Alternatives has a long history of critically as-

sessing the records of governments — from the Mulroney years, through prime 

ministers Chrétien and Martin, to the current Harper government. The Harper Re-

cord project, both in its first incarnation covering the 2006 to 2008 period and this 

present volume, continues that tradition.

The Harper Record (2008–2015) was a year in the making. Edited once again 

by the tenacious Teresa Healy, and joined this time by CCPA Monitor editor Stuart 

Trew, the book offers a critical assessment of this government’s policies, measured 

against a progressive yardstick of social, economic and environmental justice val-

ues that underpin all CCPA work.

Thirty-seven researchers and activists contributed to this volume — from uni-

versities, the human rights community, unions, environmentalists, and the CCPA’s 

network of research associates and staff. Their contributions are thoughtful, in-

formed, well researched and well reasoned. They expand and deepen our under-

standing of the latest stage of the Harper government’s record, in particular how 

the government responded to the 2008 crisis and Great Recession. 

The CCPA, along with other prominent civil society charitable organizations, 

has been singled out by the Canada Revenue Agency for a political activities super-

audit, which has been open for two years. We are under no illusions that this is a 

routine accounting exercise. As Pearl Eliadis carefully documents in this volume, 

these audits are almost certainly politically motivated, targeting organizations that 
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have been critical of government policies. We are not aware of any conservative-

oriented think-tanks that have been subjected to similar auditing. 

The publication of this volume is an indication that the CCPA is not intimidat-

ed by the threat of retaliation by the Canada Revenue Agency. The Harper Record 

2008–2015 represents the continuation of our long-standing tradition of critical, 

evidence-based, values-explicit public policy analysis.

We are scrupulously non-partisan. We are equal opportunity critics, having 

challenged the policies of governments of all political stripes, both federally and 

provincially. Likewise, our work has influenced the policies of municipal, provin-

cial and federal governments spanning the political spectrum. 

While we are not an activist organization, our work provides the intellectual 

fuel for the advocacy work of civil society organizations. Perhaps most import-

antly it helps Canadians make choices about which policies matter most to them.

— Bruce Campbell, Executive Director, Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives


