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From battleground
to common ground

Erika Shaker
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twist with their inability to find the dishwasher....I've been doing a lot
of self-reflection in the wake of the so-called parental rights’ debates.
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+ The friend who told me, as a very new mom, that he had learned
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Erika Shaker is the editor of Our Schools/Our Selves and Director of the CCPA National Office.
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Classrooms of acceptance

Upholding inclusivity in the face of change

Julianna Marcel
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Julianna Marecel is a student trustee in grade
12, serving as the Vice President of Policy &
Research with the Ontario Student Trustees’
Association (OSTA-AECO). With a passion for
policy, research, inclusivity, and continuous
learning, she consistently emphasizes the
central role of students’ voices in shaping
Ontario’s educational reforms and initiatives.



OIX SIENS
Moms for Liberty
have come
to your town

A perspective
from South Carolina

Paul Bowers

Unexplained firings? Contrived panics over ‘critical
race theory’ and children’s books? Have your local
school board meetings turned into incoherent
shouting matches? Are grown adults snooping
around in the children’s section of the library
looking for hidden propaganda?

Sorry to say it: You might have a Moms for Liberty
chapter in your town.



Moms for Liberty is an extremist antigovernment
organization that launched in Florida in 2021 and has
established chapters from coast to coast. They aren’t always
moms, they don’t always have kids, and they definitely don’t
care about “liberty” for everyone else.

I'm a civil liberties advocate and parent of public school
kids in South Carolina, a Moms for Liberty stronghold. After
observing these folks and their chosen political candidates
across the state, I want to share a few words of warning.

Here are some signs to watch out for:

One: They'’re trying to make
your community into
Florida.
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Two: School district
administrators are getting
fired without explanation.
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| saw this happen firsthand in November 2022 in Berkeley County,
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power and immediately fired the district’s first Black superintendent
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boards have removed the superintendents in nine of the 17 school
districts they flipped nationwide in 2022.

That number rose to 10 in October, when Moms for Liberty-backed
00000000Mm 0o 00MO 000 00N 000 MO0 00MO00MO0MmMIMODOm mm
ID0000MOoo0 0oo000mModnomIImimm mMoomMoo 00D Mmoo 0odnOonamom
0 00MOMOOoodnon MO0OD00mmm 00 0MmMOn0omooomoa



Three: White parents are
mad about “critical race
theory” but they can’t
articulate why.
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in K-12 schools, but it frequently serves as shorthand in public
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terrified of critical race theory, and they see it everywhere — in books
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board took a vote at their first meeting to ban critical race theory. When
pressed for a definition, the new board chairman quoted verbatim from
a false definition written by the right-wing Goldwater Institute.
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Four: Religious liberty is
going out the window.
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Five: They’re calling the
cops on librarians.
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filing a complaint with the sheriff’s office against district employees.
Thankfully, the sheriff’s office declined to investigate. Unfortunately, in
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The point of these tactics is to intimidate public employees and stifle
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Six: One person is assigning
educators a lot of pointless
homework.
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They’ll quibble about the definition of “ban,” but the point is to take
books off library shelves and out of classrooms. This creates chaos for
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We didn’t start the recent wave of censorship and attacks
on educators, but we’re sticking around until it’s over. Moms
for Liberty are relative newcomers to political power, and
people of good conscience will outlast them.

This article has been edited for length, and focuses on South Carolina’s experience with Moms
for Liberty. In 2022 the Southern Poverty Law Center included Moms for Liberty, along with other
so-called “parental rights” groups, in its 2022 report “The Year in Hate and Extremism.”

Paul Bowers is the Communications Director for the American Civil Liberties Union of South
Carolina. He previously covered education during his 8 years as a news reporter. An earlier
version of this article originally appeared on the ACLU-SC website October 28, 2023.



Austerity

hur

caucation

'S PUlIC

The view from Manitoba

Ee-Seul Yoon

—T1 I 000I00mo Mom oo00oin Momooa
00000MINIDIN MO0 IDININOINmD Imooom
OI0INoO00MO0MDOmoomomoommo
000 MODINOO000DMI MO0 MO Do oo
0 IDIDOINO00MO0ODD0MO00ON D mmmom
aoooooo

—1 0 000D000000DINmo0mmbooomooo

(00 M 000ODO0mMOD DOD00mMOMbMIDmOn oboooo

0 NI MOomMO0o0IDONO0MINO00000 0oOom

MOMO00mMODO0D M IMOmoomo 0mM 0MO0m moa

0 0IIDOODNM 00ID00MINmMmMmO 0 bodnmo

000 000MIODMO0 OODo0m o0DoLm 0Momomo

MOMO0MDOOoOINOiMOIDIDDD D MONoomooo

000 DOO0OD ID 0000 0OnO0m O Mo0oMImoommm

frozen funding, rising costs and layoffs by the

0MOMOMIDooOMO D0ONO000M Moo oamon

0 0MIMONODOMMOmO0IMo0mooooOmoo

000D IMNOOODOONOIDOMo0 0Mo0mOmm 0 moo

000 DO0O0D0ODOMoOo Mmoo Mmooooomoo

000M0 IID0mMOmINImomoomo IImomom

0 000D0MOoMOImmMooomo

According to the more than 100 educators
000D OMIDOM 0MOMOIDOINOm oo Mo booaooo
000N 00000000000 M0 MmO MO0mom O omoo

Public Service in Tough Times: Working Under

Austerity in ManitoballlIMOIMIIOM 0000000

government’s education finance policy has

0000NINOOIDONOMO0D MO0 MObImoo00mm
MOIMOOmOtMobOo0DOAn I Momooo

I 00MIMOMOomOoOho o ammo oD aooooo
(D000D000MOD 00MO00ODOm bOnoo banbooomooo
00MOO0OnOOmMOD 0DmMOIODObomodDo0onoomoo
IMOINOO00MONO0DMmO00m DML MINLODm mo
students and have seen first-hand those who
are most negatively affected by the reductions
MODO00MODMO0Mmomo 0 moo

Most notable are staffing shortages due
MIDOMOMIND OO MomO0MDooo0mooo
0 0MMIDOOMOM DoMDO00M 000ODomomoom
government came to power in 2016. Fewer
staff members mean increased workloads.
00M0MOINOnNomoooobioMmMOom oo
0 0MDIOODOMOLbo0MO0CmOmMO D MomMOoOnm
every 10 mentioned that their mental health
00000 MOMDMOONDmMO00mMmD ¢ Mooooooo
0000MO00ODDO00D MMM OoOnooID oD 0mooonooo
dissatisfaction because they are asked to fill
I DIDMINMOMOO000OD0MID 0MMmobmm
[MO00D0I MIMIomomModnonomn MOodnamoo
[DIIOMOD 00MIDODOIDDO0OODONO0oMInOoooo
00 00IIMINIDO0000ODDo000Momomommm
0000000OD0MmM MOmbMOID00MO0mMO0n 0moo
000000DM OIIMDO0mMObMOmomooMIDmoooo
000MO0M 0Mb0mMmob0IoooIoo oo mon

"



Cuts to effective
programs

such as early
intervention in
learning and ac-
ademic support
will have much

00000D000DOIMINO0MIN 0Mmoom
o0 DOMDOoOnm toOmoaoooooaa
0o000Ooomanmooomo

Fewer staff also means

MMOODmMOOMmooOm 0momoomon
00000DmMMmMOoN0mOoom mooonon
0000ImDOIMOnoMmOmMmobImooomon

larger costs to
taxpayers in
the long run, as
schools are cur-

000D D00 oMo omoaoam
00000 o0OnoMmooooonom mMmmoaa
ImomMmotnomoMimoommbomooon
MOMDMINOOnooOnm OMOMmO0omm

rently unable 00 0OmoiImoom ooMOnoomimooooo
to help children are difficult to address in a timely
and youth build doomottoom DODomOOnmooa
the capacity Omoom 000MmOmOmooomonoomoo
to become 00 ODOIMDooo0mOnOnoamoon
responsible and 000 IDOO000DO OODODMOOM@MOOD
independent MOMOoomoooood oOmooomooooo
adults. 0Mooonooood MmMoomobomooooo mo

12

00000 0OODO0COMInmo 000mbamno
00CODMOD0MIMO0MMO00MM 00MO000moooo
000000MO0MO0Mn moo0o0maon

Four out of every five respondents noted that
[MOMO0IDIMOINDDOCOD DON00MO0M MOmomooo
00COMImMOCIDO0 MDO0MDDONMOD 0Moo0ommo
MOIDOODOIDmMOM CONMMOMOIDOMID D IOmen
[MO00DOD00MIMODOMO0oODmD0MmMO00mOnoooo
MO0DDODMONMAO0ODONO0 MO0 MO0 MbInIDo0nmo
000000OD0Mmoonmm

The negative effects of austerity are most
00000 DO0MOm mOmM 00M@DMDOmOmomo
economically. Three out of five respondents
00 IDDOMOMOnODO00mo0 00D Obmooomo

0 00MIMIMO0000 MOoMmOnoooimnomimomomo
I INO0MOOD MO0MO 0MLooIDo MIoonoooo
000 DODOODO00M@Oo0Mmoobomoa

0 0D IDOOnooooo0MmiMIMD boomoo
00000MOINDMIMOIMIDoDID IDoOnOmMoooOmo
I IOODOmMO0MIO0MIDo D000 dnoodn dm mom
0000000 00MIDMoo00 MO O00MmMobmMmomoaoo oo
[MO00MODIDOD 00MIDOOIDOD DD 0mommo
00 OODO0 M OMOMO0 oD Mo 0otmoboboamnooo
cuts to social work staff. Reduced spending on
000IMO0mMOD 0 00MIDOMIDOOmMoomoooomo
00000MONDMNONmooo0mon 0 00moon

0 0ONINOIN0MO0ODOomo M Ibo oM Omamo
00000MO0ODOMO0mM 00 MO DmMOmmm
educators said: No. Cuts to effective programs
0000MIMOOInmmobOnodndnommomooo
000000 MmMODO0OD MDO00m 00fOhmonoomo
[IDO0 000D 00D DM 0OnOmooo o Mmmo
00ID0ONmMO00 MIDmMmOm DO Domoomoomo
00D ID0MO0OOMDINMOD00 0ODo00obmmmooo
MODO000O0ODO0IDOD oMM ODODoOmoanoom m
0000000 MMmMb0MMIDhmomibmoomo
000@O0MID MDOMO OO0 MOnOoOnanomoo oo

000MONMOm DOMDOMINDINmO moaooo
00000ODDMO0mO InboModoodnbmOmoooom
MDOIOOD0OOOO0DMDO0INOmO0DID0momMo0m m
00000MIDNImWDO0MINOCOM DMoMODImOmoomo
O000000DDMO0M Moo mioOnoonboanomoom
MDDOMDOD DOMOoDODOIIDIDIODOI DT

Ee-Seul Yoon is an associate professor in the faculty of education
at the University of Manitoba and a research affiliate with the
Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives—Manitoba. A version of
this this article appeared in the Winnipeg Free Press. Contact info:
Ee-SeulYoon@umanitoba.ca
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Thank you to Mischa Terzyk and Mia Travers-Hayward for their
feedback on earlier drafts of this commentary.

Hadrian Mertins-Kirkwood is a Senior Researcher with the
National Office of the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives.
Subscribe to his e-newsletter, Shift Storm at mailchi.mp/
policyalternatives/subscribe-to-shift-storm.

ar



16

1 he higher

Costs ol higher
education

Will Saskatchewan
fund the future of its
universities?

Simon Enoch

1 WD 00MDOMOnomoooooid0oomo00©ur Schools/

Our SelvesIIIINININMINDIMONMODMDIMIDNMO DOOODOODO

MODONDOIDmMOiDOODooMIDo oo Mibimo Dhmmoaoo

DI O0O0MODMOO0DIDOMODm O ID M Danooomo oom

DO0MOMOIIMo0MImOoONmoOoOn odhooom bo0Ioomooa

0000MOODOD 000O00ImomoMImoanorooooooo
—1 000NN OC0omooo 00MOtmodnmoom 0o0m oo
MO0ID0ODOOD oMo obOonOn Moot 00o0n 0imm oooomoo
00 D0MODMOOD oMo MM 0 MODDIMDOOD Mmoo ooa
0000IN0mOOMOCODm MO0ONIMNIDOo M0N0 Mo00mo 0o
fall from 54 to 50 percent over the past 10 years. More troull
0IIOODOOMDOm o0 00000 DodDoID oI0moo0dnoooomon
has declined by 12 percent in Saskatchewan, with only
0 0DONMO0MOODo00OnO0mMOOnmoOn oot mon boaooom
00IDMO0OON000MO 00IDoo00 moMmoOnoombombomoo Mmoo
only 3.4 percent since 2001.

00MO00MO 00O Mo ModnotdDomiDmnomooom 0ooo

D00 INODDD 0MDOIDIMDOIDooOD ININmMMoOnooMmobom
MO0IDOODO000 MODOMOMIOOnoaDonomofIooboooOmom
MOO0MO DONOMOD DO0MO0mMOn boo0mooo boMoomoOnoooo
0 0 DO0IDO0MOmo0OD MDIMomoMIIomoomidD 0D Mmoo Mmoo
of funding from tuition and fees grow from 14 percent in 2010
DI0DOIDO0OImMOoOOOn I I 0000mooo 00mOmo Mmoo




0000MmMO MO0 OOnoo00 nomoo00 MM Imo oo oh Mmoo oo
IINOM MMIDOMMOODIDINID0IDooo00Mo0 imMmMoanoom
0MO00MIODOMDMOmOOmOD 0MODODIDIMDO MOoMDo oo
under 10 percent in 2007 to 25 percent in 2020.

00IDOMDIMO0DMOIDoIMODM MO DON0DMOO0ID M oanooo
000 000000 DO00mO00 DOMMoIDohmnoInoononmon
0 00IIMO00DMODDmMIMI MONDMoiMImooooomomomo
0000 O0ODIDDOMODODOMODm 0MIDODODomMoOnoomoomoom
0 0DINMOoOnooMDO0 0D Do0iMIDNID 0O 0 0m momooa
remains below the national average, it has increased by 67
percent over the last decade, coming in at over $27,000 this
ooom

00O0M 000D 00MOMDINmoD 0moduominbommoo
00000 DOODOo00OmoD Mnmo i mmoonoomo0no Mmo bomaoo
000000 0MMOODo0OIDOIDO0 D OImO 0000 OO0 DMOnoomm
the government made significant cuts to Saskatchewan’s
student grant system in their 2017 budget, forcing students to
IIDOLOM 0MMOMOOD0 MiIOMOiMD0IDDDIMDO0Momodnom
M0000INOOID0M MO Mo Moo MmO boMmon M 0 Moo m
student aid in SK exploded after 2017, while the provision of
0000D0000D M MiMNmMo0Mmmmoo

0 0000 MMo00IMImoono Mo 0MIDIDooODmpon
MOMODMOMO0ODINMODOMINMO0ooOno o 0000 0hODmOoooo
000moOnm

0 OIDD DODO000IMoODom 0oi0miiMIDIno 0Imommooanm
O0MIMO0MO0 MO0 0D oOn0oIN0MniMo000 Mo MM 000
00000DMOMODOIDIDOMO00@IDOOD 00ODOnomooo0mmo

Provincial student aid
2021 dollars, millions

oooo

B 00000 = 0mom

0000Mo 000000 0000M0 0000M0 DO00mMO 00000 00000 00000 00000 0000MO 0000MO0 0000mo

4T



18

Change in real per student government expenditure
from 2001/02 to 2019/20
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Proportion of PSE funding from tuition and other fees
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This article is based on the CCPA Saskatchewan report Fund the Future: The State of
Saskatchewan’s Universities released in September.

Simon Enoch is the director of the CCPA Saskatchewan Office.
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Connect

the dots

School boards, democracy,
and human rights

Molly Hurd
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Costly gambles

Who loses from a commodified
university education?

Matthew Kurtz, PhD
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Table 1: University of Ottawa’s investment portfolio
Fair value of long-term investments, April 30, 2023, $thousands
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Table 2: Part-time professors at University of Ottawa

By faculty in the fall of each year
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Figure 1 shows what this looks like.
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Figure 1: The increasing value of university portfolios

with stocks and bonds
2011-23, $billions
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>Chool
orounds turned
pattlegrounds

War, conflict
and peace education

Steven Staples
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Are there more risks than benefits?
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What is the role of peace
education in schools?
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conflict-resolution.

Influential peace education scholar, the late
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1. Interpersonal contribution, responsibility,
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2. Appreciation of diverse heritages and
viewpoints, multiculturalism, national unity

3. Conflict resolution: managing disputes
and avoiding violence

4. Critical reasoning and problem solving
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Political, international and social conflict

5. Citizen participation, governance and
(Canadian) ideals

6. Global interdependence: peace, human
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7. Social conflict issues (past or present
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conflicts that defy simple negotiated settlement,
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Parents and students
want schools to do more
Parent groups on both sides of the conflict
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These measures were insufficient to avoid
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Steven Staples, MLCE, BEd has studied peace education and
worked in related social movements for 30 years. He is on the
CCPA’s Members’ Council and publisher of PeaceQuest.ca.
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