
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

THE	TRUTH	IS	HARD	
BUT	

RECONCILIATION	WILL	BE	HARDER	
	

SENATOR	MURRAY	SINCLAIR	
	



	
	
	
	
	

What	kind	of	rela?onship	did	we	have?	
	

Rela?onships	between	people	
vs	

Rela?onship	between	peoples	



	
	
	
	
	

Indigenous	self-reliance	was	the	norm	
Mutual	dependence	and	support	was	part	of	

the	early	rela?onship	
The	Royal	Proclama?on	of	1763	and	the	Treaty	

of	Niagara	of	1764	gave	assurances		
Land	rights	and	Indigenous	self-determina?on	

were	assured		
Pre	and	Post	Confedera?on	Trea?es	followed	

that	paRern	
Canadian	legisla?on	did	not	



	
	
	
	
	What	kind	of	rela?onship	do	we	have?	

	
Coloniza?on	and	Domina?on	

Imposed	Poverty	with	resul?ng	consequences:	
	

Recent	high	incarcera?on	
60s	scoop	and	ongoing	child	removals	



	
	
	
	
	

Health	problems	
Housing	needs	

Damaged	water	supplies	
Poor	historical	educa?on	for	everybody	



	
	
	
	
	

Lack	of	Indigenous	self-respect	
Lack	of	respect	by	Non-Indigenous	people	

Loss	of	mutual	respect	
Individual	and	Systemic	Racism	



	
	
	
	
	Racism	is	not	just	about	hate.		

	
Racism	is	primarily	about		

the	presump?on	of	superiority	
	and		

the	assump?on	of	supremacy	



	
	
	
	
	How	did	we	get	here?	

	
Racist	beliefs	were	the	essence	of	the	

colonizing	approach	by	European	forces	from	
the	outset	(e.g.	Doctrine	of	Discovery)	but	like	
any	bad	rela?onship,	the	colonizers	hid	those	

beliefs	un?l	the	advantage	was	gained.	



	
	
	
	
	

Thomas	King	in	“The	Inconvenient	Indian”:	
	

At	the	Lake	Mohonk	conference	in	October	of	
1886,	one	of	the	par?cipants,	Charles	

Cornelius	Coffin	Painter,	who	served	as	a	
lobbyist	for	the	Indian	Rights	Associa?on,	
pointed	out	the	obvious,	that	the	trea?es	

made	with	Na?ve	people	had	been	liRle	more	
than	expediencies.		



	
	
	
	
	

In	his	talk,	Painter	quoted	General	William	
Tecumseh	Sherman,	who	had	said	that	trea?es	
"were	never	made	to	be	kept,	but	to	serve	a	
present	purpose,	to	seRle	a	present	difficulty	
in	the	easiest	manner	possible,	to	acquire	a	

desired	good	with	the	least	possible	
compensa?on,	and	then	to	be	disregarded	as	
soon	as	this	purpose	was	tainted	and	we	were	
strong	enough	to	enforce	a	new	and	more	

profitable	arrangement."	



	
	
	
	
	

This	is	the	same	General	Sherman	who	
philosophized	that	"The	more	Indians	we	kill	
this	year,	the	fewer	we	will	need	to	kill	the	

next."	



	
	
	
	
	Canada	waged	war	through	the	use	of	law	

from	the	?me	of	Confedera?on	to	
colonize,	assimilate	and	educate.	

	
Pre	1867	laws	vs	post	1867	laws	

	



	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	

Prime	Minister	John	A.	MacDonald	
House	of	Commons	

May	14,	1883	



	
	
	
	
	





	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	

What	kind	of	rela?onship	do	we	want?	
	

Canada	seems	to	want	a	rela?onship	of	
equality,	jus?ce,	peace	and	friendship.	

•  BeRer	programs	and	services	
•  Recogni?on	of	“compa?ble”	

rights	
•  Addressing	racism	and	

discriminatory	prac?ces	
•  Educa?on	of	Canadians	



	
	
	
	
	

There	is	a	feeling	among	some	that	Indian	
Residen?al	Schools	were	a	good	idea	done	
badly	and	that	Indigenous	people	s?ll	should	

assimilate.	
	

Others	resent	Indigenous	people	making	costly	
demands.		

“You	can	have	your	rights,	but	not	on	my	
dime.”	



	
	
	
	
	

Indigenous	people	want	immediate	needs	
addressed	using	their	own	customs	and	

tradi?ons	
Ul?mately	want	their	right	to	self	government	
and	self	determina?on	entrenched	beyond	the	

reach	of	the	Federal	Government	and	the	
Provinces	

	
They	also	want	the	resources	for	their	ongoing	
existence	to	be	shared	from	the	resources	of	
the	country	as	other	levels	of	government	do.	



	
	
	
	
	There	is	a	very	clear	disparity	in	the	views	of	

each	side.	
	

Reconcilia?on	will	not	be	achieved	so	long	as	
one	side	sees	it	as	a	ques?on	of	rights…	
and	the	other	side	sees	it	as	a	ques?on	of	

benevolence.	



	
	
	
	
	Reconcilia?on	and	renewing	the	rela?onship;	
what	will	it	take?	

	
Understanding	
Commitment	
Leadership	
Planning	



	
	
	
	
	What	are	the	hurdles?	

	
Understanding	
Commitment	
Leadership	
Planning	

	



	
	
	
	
	The	TRC	Final	Report	has	94	Calls	to	Ac?on	

which	together	cons?tute	a	plan	for	
Reconcilia?on	

	
There	will	need	to	be	a	willingness	to	change	
the	way	we	do	things,	both	for	Indigenous	as	
well	as	non-Indigenous	people	and	ins?tu?ons	

	
	



	
	
	
	
	

It	will	take	?me	
It	will	take	change	
There	will	be	a	cost.	



	
	
	
	
	

But	the	cost	of	doing	nothing,		
or	of	con?nuing	to	do	the	same	thing,			

will	be	even	greater.	
We	have	failed	at	what	we	have	tried.	

We	need	to	move	on.	



	
	
	
	
	


